Palmyra /ˌpɑːlˈmaɪrə/
Everybody knows that historical monuments are symbols of significant time in history. One of them is the ancient city of Palmyra.
Palmyra is the Greek name for the city, which means “palm tree”. It is an oasis in the Syrian Desert. It is located on north-east of Damascus. That ancient city has stood since the second millennium BC. It has the most advanced architecture of that period. Palmyra contains the monumental ruins of the great city. That noble city was elliptical in shape, about two kilometers long and one kilometer wide. The main attractions of Palmyra are the Great Colonnade, the Monumental Arch, the Temple of Bel, Theatre and Senate. The city grew wealthy from trade caravans.
One of the most beautiful historical monuments is the Temple of Bel.  That old Temple dates back to 32 A.D. It was built on a low hill. The complex was located at the eastern end of the monumental colonnaded street which crossed Palmyra.  It was dedicated to a godlike triad |ˈtraɪæd|, Bel with the moon god and the sun god. The Temple formed the centre of religious life of Palmyra. The temple roof is falling in but it was originally covered in gold.
 The art and architecture of Palmyra was so beautiful that some modern cities are named after it. For example, Saint- Petersburg is sometimes called as Northern Palmyra.
Palmyra is known today as a unique ruined city with many survival monuments. Every year, millions of tourists come to see the remarkable sights of Palmyra. The ancient ruins are a World Heritage Site of UNESCO [ juːˈnes.kəʊ| . Thank you for your attention!

