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Alexandrov
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The First mention of Alexandrovskaya Sloboda on the Seraya River dates back to 1328. When Grand Prince Basil III built the spending royal palace here, people used to call Alexandrov «Russian Versailles». Later, for 17 years, under Basil’s son Ivan the Terrible, Alexandrovskaya Sloboda was the capital of the Russian state. It was there that Ivan IV was engaged in law-making, was receiving ambassadors and setting his marital matters. The architectural ensemble of the royal residence has survived. Nowadays it houses a functioning monastery and a museum. The town is also known for its connection with the Tsvetayevs family. Poetess Marina Tsvetayeva used to come here to see her sister Anastasia Tsvetayeva who lived in Alexandrov in 1915-1917. 
[image: image3.jpg]ALEKSANDROV.RU





Today, Alexandrov is a district centre of the Vladimir region, its population is about 70,000. There is a research institute of the synthesis of raw minerals, a radio plant and an artificial factory. 
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History (in pictures)
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Climate
1) There are 4 seasons: spring, summer, autumn, winter on the territory of Alexandrov.

2) Winter is the longest and severe period of the year. Usually it is frosty in winter and an average temperature is - 10˚C; - 15˚C.

3) Spring is worm, and an average temperature is +5˚C; +10˚C

4) Summers is rather warm and an average temperature is +15˚С; +20˚C; but in the day-time is +18; +25˚С and higher.

5) Autumn is a rainy and colorful time of the year and an average temperature is +10˚С; – 10˚С.
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Animals and plants
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There are three zones in Alexandrov: Siberian vast forests, oak-groves, steppes where live many different animals and plants. Nowadays there are 78 kinds of plants that are in need of secure and 14 kinds of plants that are registered in RED BOOK of the RF. Woods cover about the half of the region and pine forests (55%) play the main role. 
There are a lot of different kinds of animals in the region, which are divided into 3 groups:

· Animals that live in the forests

· Animals that live in the reservoirs

· Animals that live in open spaces
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Maps
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Places of interest
Alexandrov is a little town in the Vladimir region. It is situated in 100 kilometers from Moscow. Alexandrov is a historical, cultural and an industrial town. It is one of the places of international tourism. 
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Alexandrov attracts tourists from the country and from abroad with a lot of places of interest on its territory. The center of tourists’ interest is the Alexandrov Kremlin which is a historical complex now. There is a nunnery on its territory. In 1564 the Russian tsar Ivan the Fourth the Terrible left Moscow and came to live here in his residence 
in Alexandrovskaya Sloboda. He had lived here for 17 years up to the murder of this son, which took place in one of the palaces. There are a lot of exhibits, which reflect different periods of the town, in the historical museums of Alexandrov Kremlin. 
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Visitors can see several churches and buildings of 16-19 centuries. There are exhibitions of ancient things inside some of them. Tourists can enjoy old trees and different kinds of flowers, which grow on the territory of the Kremlin. There is a shop and the stalls near the road where everyone can buy various souvenirs. 
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Another interesting place, which is situated on the other bank of the river Seraya is the Art Museum with an Exhibition hall nearby. This house was built in the 19-th century. Now you can see different things of that time here and take part in some theatrical performances which are held in this museum. 

People who come to Alexandrov usually visit the exhibition Hall on the other side of the road. They can see pictures there and buy some works of  Alexandrov and famous Russian artists. You may take pictures in all
museums around Alexandrov. These pictures will create an unforgettable impression. 
Another popular museum is Marina and Anastasia Tsvetaevas’ Museum. 
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You can learn a lot of interesting facts about the life and literary career of these talented women and see many things, which belonged to them. You can also listen to different concerts which are held in the concert hall of this museum. The museum organizes festivals of poetry and music and makes art exhibitions which are very popular.

Recently appeared one more place of interest which attracts tourists’ attention. It is a memorial stone near Lake Karinskoe, which was put up at the memory of the war between Russian and Polish armies in 1609. This stone was put up in 2003 and since that time every year the historical and patriotical festival, the Loyal Sons of the Fatherland is held.

The town and its places of interest are worth visiting.
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Alexandrovskaya Sloboda – museum complex

20, Muzeyny proezd

(49244)2-17-74

09.00 – 17.00, Fri 09.00 – 16.00, Closed Mon

Excursion Bureau 

20, Muzeyny proezd

(49244)2-03-97

09.00 – 17.00, Fri 09.00 – 16.0
     Daily 12.00-24.00
Stations
The distance between Moscow and Alexandrov is 102 km. It takes 1.5-2 hours on an average to cover this distance by car. It is necessary to go along highway Moscow – Yaroslavl’. There is a post of road police (red brick building) at the highway (where it enters the Vladimirskaya oblast’) in the village of Dvoriki. The most convenient way of connection with Moscow is by bus. 
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Commercial buses depart from the Yaroslavskiy railway 

station in Moscow to the bus station in Alexandrov and back every 1-2 hours. One can take a bus from the Station near ‘shchelcovskaya’ metro station to the bus station in Alexandrov (see the time schedule of the bus Alexandrov). Travel time is up to 2 hours. Trains depart also from the Yaroslavskiy railway station. Travel time is up to 2.5 hours. Electric trains go every hour, the time schedule see in the table. Connection with the oblast’ center Vladimir and other towns of the oblast’ is mainly by bus (see the time schedule of the bus station). There are also commercial buses which depart from the bus station after being filled up.    
Alexandov Coach Station

Information office 8(49244)2-40-55

Alexandrov Railway Station

Information office 8(49244)9-43-10

Traditional cultural and folk events in Alexandrov
	Maslenitsa. Pancake week. Orthodox feasts.
	March

	The day of the town of Alexandrov. Historical and cultural festival.
	September

	Literature festival dedicated to the poetesses M.Tsvetaeva
	June

	The Loyal Sons of the Fatherland
	August
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