                                     Human rights 

 The Universal Declaration of Human Rights guarantees international human rights. The United Nations General Assembly passed this document in 1948.

 Human rights belong to an individual as a consequence of being human. They refer to a wide range of values that are universal for all human beings. The modern conception of natural law (natural rights) was elaborated in the 17th and 18th centuries. The struggle against political absolutism in the late 18th and the 19th centuries further advanced the concept of human rights. In the 20th century the notion of human rights achieved universal acceptance.

Human rights are rights inherent to all human beings, regardless of race, sex, nationality, ethnicity, language, religion, or any other status. Human rights include the right to life and liberty, freedom from slavery and torture, freedom of opinion and expression, the right to work and education, and many more. Everyone is entitled to these rights, without discrimination.

 The right to life and liberty are the basic human rights. They are proclaimed in the Covenant on Civil and Political rights. One of the most vital rights granted in this Covenant is the right of people to self-determination. This document guarantees such rights as personal security, equality before the law, fair trial, freedom of religion, freedom of opinion and expression, peaceful assembly, right to marry, participation in public affairs and elections, and minority rights.
When Russia has entered the way of democracy it is directed by the international covenants in the field of human right as the rest democratic countries of the world. Despite its great economic, political, and social difficulties the fundamental rights of the people are guaranteed by the Russian government. The protection of human rights is secured by the Russian constitution. 
                                       Crimes in modern society
Ever since the beginning of modern society, crime and punishment have been linked together. Depend on the seriousness of the crime; those who break the laws are punished accordingly. The standard definition of crime is any action that is prohibited, prosecuted, and punished by criminal law. Therefore, crime cannot exist without some form of legal system to label criminal behavior. 

There are minor offences, like burglary or mugging. Moreover, there are dreaded offences, which punished severely. Kidnapping is a major offence. And the punishment in this case must be inevitable and timely.

Punishment are classified and grouped according to the severity of the crime.  Also the number of times the offender has been convicted of crimes generally dictate the form of punishment that the judge will sentence the convicted to. 
Crime has been around us for many centuries. Every day when we open a newspaper or turn on TV almost all we read or hear is about criminals and their illegal actions. According to the law, people who commit a crime must be punished, imprisoned or even sentenced to a death penalty. Without punishment our life in the society would be less secure, although sometimes punishment isn’t strict enough.

Some kinds of crimes are as old as the human society (such as stealing, pick-pocketing, vandalism, domestic violence, murder), others are more modern. They are robbery of stores and banks, hacking into computers (so called “cyber frauds”), corruption or forgery of money and documents.  

In conclusion it is important to say that crime prevention in our society is an extremely difficult and complicated task because we should change our social and moral principles at large.

 Task 1. Mark the statements true\false\not stated.

1. International human rights are guaranteed by the Bill of rights.

2. Humans all over the world have equal basic rights.

3. The right to education is one of the most important human rights.

4. The Covenant on Civil and Political rights proclaims the right to life and liberty as the basic human rights.
5. The Russian constitution was developed on the basis of American Declaration of Independence.

6. A crime is any action against law.

7. All the crimes regardless of their severity are strictly punished.
8.  People who have committed a crime are held in prison.
9. The death penalty has been abolished in many countries.

10. Cyber frauds are among the most modern.

Task 2. Underline the right words.
1. The Convention defends/offends children rights.

2. You mustn`t tolerate/violate people`s rights.

3. Anybody can face/reject unpleasant situation.

4. Your rights can`t be accepted/abolished.

5. Every person wishes to be treated/denied with respect.

6. You must sit down/stand up for your rights.

Task 3. Fill in the blanks in the text.
The fundamental rights of the people (1)____________. The protection of human rights is secured by (2)__________. Such human rights as (3)________________, peaceful assembly, right to marry, participation in public affairs and elections are guaranteed and (4)____________________, religious confessions, secular organizations, in a variety of mass media productions. Russia is a (5)________________. All human rights are defended by law.

A. freedom of religion, freedom of opinion and expression

B. embodied in different political, cultural, and social institutions

C. are guaranteed by the Russian government.

D. democratic country

E. the Russian constitution
